
CAST
Mamie Parris: Mother

Justin Austin: Coalhouse Walker Jr.

David R. Gordon: Tateh

Ta’Nika Gibson: Sarah

Jesse Berger: Father

Sam Primack: Mother’s Younger Brother

Renee Koher: Emma Goldman 

Marina Blue Jarette: Evelyn Nesbit

Loren Battieste: Booker T. Washington

Seth Tucker: Harry Houdini

Greyson McClurg: The Little Boy

Charlotte Giffen: The Little Girl

Grandfather: James Zannelli

Willie Conklin: Zach Wetzel 

Olivia Carey: Young Coalhouse Jr.

ENSEMBLE
Jeremy Aye, Lauren Berman, CJ Blankenship, Chanel Bragg, Candice Chavez, Chris Elliott,  

Jenina Gallaway, Emma Giffen, Mia Johnson, Kolby Kelly, Šime Košta, Linsey Maxson, Chad Millar,  
Rashawn Mills, Ryan Monaghan, Britney Montgomery, Lorin Phillips, Cammie Roberts,  

Lexy Romano, Sara Sanderson, Scott Seaman, Austin Shaw, Kendrick Stallings, Rachel Stoddard, 
Aubrey Tillett, Leia Wasbotten

ORCHESTRA
Christina Steffen: flute / piccolo

Tiffany Pan: oboe / English horn

Stefanie Gardner: clarinet / eb clarinet

Wen Wu: bass clarinet / soprano sax / clarinet / flute

Nathan Mitchell: horn 1

Shannon Kerrigan: horn 2

Dave Coolidge: trumpet 1 

Scott Yandell: trumpet 2

Wade Eisinger: trombone

Bill Foy: bass trombone

Chuck Kerrigan: tuba

Andria Fennig: keyboard 

Stephen Kuebelbeck: keyboard

Paul Provo: harp

Jason Brown: banjo / guitar / mandolin 

Gene Cervantes: percussion

Josh Weinstein: drums / percussion 

Violin:

Lan Qiu

Hisami Dillard

Sarah Schreffler

Linda Lambie

Danica Terzic

Joy Pan

Viola:

Sidney Williams

Mary Harrah

Cello:

Li Ma

Elliot Yang

Bass:

Chris Finet

PRODUCTION TEAM
Josh Condon: music director / conductor

Mark Stoddard: stage director /  
scenic design and projections

Kathleen Brazie: assistant stage director / 
choreographer

Rebecca Weinstein: stage manager

Thomas Holmberg: sound designer

Spencer Shaw: lighting designer

Cheryl Bender: costume director /  
costume designer

Joshua Morris: wardrobe manager

Sarah Salmi: props master

Skeet Schemella: scenic construction

Tori Swindler: scenic painter / set dresser

Jordan Hurt: sound board operator

Allan Naplan: executive and producing director

Patrick Murphy: director of concert operations

COSTUME CONNECTION TEAM
Cheryl Bender, Laurena Ketzel-Kerber, Sharon Rodriquez, Carol Simmons

BACKSTAGE VOLUNTEERS
Kaitlyn Abrams, Zoey Jefferson, Marco Lopez, Alyssa Morrison, Isabella Penza,  

Julissa Perez, Olivia Weinstein

SPECIAL THANKS
Costume Connection, Mark Wright, Arizona Opera, Valley Youth Theater,  

Ken Kenewell “The Model T Guy”



Justin Austin (Coalhouse Walker Jr.) 

During the 2025-26 season, Justin makes his house debut at San Francisco Opera 
in the title role of The Barber of Seville and joins Houston Grand Opera as Jake in 
a new production of Porgy and Bess along side Angel Blue. Additionally, he 
returns to Washington National Opera to star in Damien Sneed’s new edition of 
Scott Joplin’s Treemonisha as Remus, Carnegie Hall with Damien Sneed and the 
Orchestra of Tomorrow, La Jolla Music Society for Damien Geter’s COTTON, and 
New York Festival of Song for Fugitives, a new recital program. He also joins 
Florentine Opera for a recital of operatic favorites, Opera Laguna for Handel’s 
Messiah, Arizona Musicfest for Ragtime, MasterVoices at Alice Tully Hall for Faure’s 
Requiem and the new song cycle SEVEN: A Cycle of Sins, and brings the concert 
suite of Terence Blanchard’s Fire Shut Up in My Bones to New Orleans Opera, the 
Harriman-Jewell series, and Notre Dame University.

Last season, Justin made his house debut at LA Opera in Roméo et Juliette 
(Mercutio) and returned to the company later in the season in his role debut as 
Guglielmo in Così fan tutte. He made returns to Opera Theatre of Saint Louis to 
star in the world premiere of Ricky Ian Gordon’s This House (Lindon), Carnegie 
Hall for Brahms’s Deutsches Requiem with the Cecilia Chorus of New York, and 
Stuttgart, Germany, for a concert with the Stuttgart Philharmonic and Opera for 
Peace. He toured selections from Terence Blanchard’s Champion and Fire Shut 
Up In My Bones at La Jolla Music Society, The Soraya, and the Charleston Gaillard 
Center, and conceived and co-artistic directed My Brother’s Keeper with New 
York Festival of Song at Kaufman Music Center. In recital, he appeared with 
Houston Grand Opera, Sag Harbor Song Festival, the Mildred Lane Kemper Art 
Museum at Washington University in St. Louis, MO, the Indiana University Jacobs 
School of Music, and Emory & Henry University.

Mamie Parris (Mother) 

Honored to bring this beautiful score to life at Arizona Musicfest. 

Broadway and National Tour appearances include: Cats (Grizabella, revival), School 
of Rock (Patty / Rosalie), Wicked (Elphaba), On the 20th Century (revival, Roundabout 
Theatre Company), Ragtime (revival), 9 to 5 (Judy), The Drowsy Chaperone, Legally 
Blonde, and 110 In the Shade (revival, Roundabout Theatre Company). 

Off-Broadway: Anything Can Happen in the Theatre, Pump Boys and Dinettes, 
See Rock City and Other Destinations. Regional: Goodspeed Opera House, The 
Muny, The Old Globe, Arena Stage, Cincinnati Playhouse in the Park, and more. 

Film & Television: The Blacklist, A Standup Guy, PBS’s “50 Years of Broadway’s Best”. 

Concert performances include The St. Louis Symphony Orchestra, Columbus 
Jazz Orchestra, Baltimore Symphony Orchestra, The Rochester Philharmonic, 
Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra, and more. 

Mamie resides in New York with her husband, Johnathan, and lovable mutt, 
Cookie. For Jo, who would have loved this. 

@mamie.parris.

David R. Gordon (Tateh) 

David is honored to make his debut at Arizona Musicfest, telling this incredibly 
poignant story along side this brilliant cast and symphony. David recently played 
the role of Tateh at the renowned Goodspeed Opera House, earning high praise 
for both his performance and the production as a whole. 

Favorite credits include: Perchik (Fiddler, Papermill), Barry Mann (Beautiful, The 
Rev), Leo Frank (Parade), Lonny (Rock of Ages), Jimmy (1st National Tour of 
Flashdance), Roger (International Tour, Grease), Huey (Memphis), and 1st National 
Tour of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. 

David is also a winemaker! He and his wife created their own wine label called 
Intermission Cellars, with wines enjoyed by customers across the country. Find all 
details at IntermissionCellars.com. 

Endless love to my wife Kristin, my son, Cooper, baby boy on the way, my family, 
Arizona Musicfest, and my team at DGRW! 

@IntermissionCellars  |  @DavidRGordon_

Ta’Nika Gibson (Sarah) 

Ta’Nika is a Broadway, Film, TV, Commercial, and VO artist based in NYC and LA. 
A member of the current Broadway company of Ragtime (Lincoln Center), she 
was previously seen as Lucinda, the evil stepsister, on the exclusive limited 
engagement national run of Into the Woods, a role she also portrayed in the 
Grammy-winning, Tony-nominated revival on Broadway. Other Broadway credits 
include Ain’t Too Proud: The Life and Times of the Temptations, where she 
portrayed Diana Ross. Favorite regional credits include playing the title role of 
“Laurey Williams” in the historical all African-American production of Oklahoma! 
at Denver Center for the Performing Arts, Aida (Aida) at the Strand Theatre in 
Boston, Dreamgirls (Lorell) at TUTS, The Wiz (Dorothy), To Kill A Mockingbird 
(Calpurnia), Mamma Mia (Rosie) at Weathervane Theatre and The Sound of 
Music (Sister Berthe) at the MUNY. She has been seen many times at NYC Center: 
Encores! in Into The Woods (Lucinda), Me and My Girl, Call Me Madam, I Married 
An Angel, and High Button Shoes. International favorites include The Beijing 
International Film Awards: Tiantan Awards, and Disney Cruise Line (Rafiki). 

Favorite film and TV credits include HBO’s Winning Time where she portrays 
Debbie Allen, in Marvel’s Iron Fist (S2E7) on Netflix, and Bull (S4E20) on CBS. You 
can also spot her in many tv commercials! A staunch advocate for the arts, as well 
as foster care and adoption in this country, Ta’Nika works with the organizations 
You Gotta Believe and Broadway for Arts Education as she believes that every 
child deserves a home, a family, and access to the arts. She is grateful to her 
parents and her incredibly supportive team at CAA and Thomas Green 
Entertainment for making her dreams a reality! 

@tanika_renee_gibson

Jesse Berger (Father) 

Jesse is excited to appear in his first Arizona Musicfest production, particularly 
alongside such a stellar cast. 

Regional credits: Legally Blonde, the Musical (Callahan), The Secret Garden (Dr. 
Craven), The Odd Couple (Felix), All Shook Up (Jim Haller), Miracle on 34th Street 
(Fred Gailey), Guys & Dolls (Benny Southstreet), Arizona Broadway Theatre; A 
Comedy of Errors (Merchant), Othello (Ensemble), MacBeth (Murderer 2), 
Southwest Shakespeare Company. 

Tours: Brigadoon (Tommy Albright), Prather Entertainment; Ferdinand the Bull 
(Duque Dodó), Childsplay. Jesse is also a founding member of the internationally 
renowned Frankie Valli and the Four Seasons tribute, December ’63. 

Love to Ashley, Ian, Isaac.

Sam Primack (Mother’s Younger Brother) 

Sam made his Broadway debut as Evan in Dear Evan Hansen, and returned to 
the Tony Award-winning musical to star in the title role for its closing. 

Recent credits: We Had a World (MCC), Henrik in A Little Night Music (Denver 
Center), Judas in Jesus Christ Superstar (YTC), and Jimmy in the American premiere 
of Maggie: The Musical (Goodspeed). He also played Pugsley in the Second National 
Tour of The Addams Family and was a finalist at The Jimmy Awards. 

Sam is grateful for amazing friends, teachers and his incredibly supportive family. 
Love to Ashley, Ian, Isaac. 

@samprimack

Renee Koher (Emma Goldman)

Renee is thrilled to be a part of this production of Ragtime and grateful for the 
opportunity to be checking off one of her dream shows! 

Credits include: The Addams Family National Tour (Morticia Addams), 42nd 
Street (Dorothy Brock), White Christmas (Betty), Mame (Mame), Mary Poppins 
(Mary), Gypsy (Tessi Turra/Rose Alt.), Little Shop Of Horrors (Audrey), Xanadu 
(Calliope), Kiss Me Kate (Lily/Katherine), The Marvelous Wonderettes (Missy) 
Nunsence (Amnesia), Cabaret (Sally Bowles), Pippin (Fastrata), The Secret Garden 
(Rose). Renee also performed with Disney Cruise Line and Tokyo Disney Resort as 
a singer and aerialist. 

A huge thank you to Mom, Dad, and Ryan for always supporting her dreams and 
to Mark and Josh for giving her this opportunity. For Shonn and Harper, always! 

@tokyoariel  |  reneekathleenkoher.com

Marina Blue Jarrette (Evelyn Nesbit) 

Marina is thrilled to be back on stage at the Herberger with Arizona Musicfest! 
Recent performance credits include Cathy in The Last Five Years (MW Fine and 
Performing Arts), Ensemble in Cinderella (Arizona Broadway Theatre), Ensemble 
in Carousel (Arizona Musicfest), and Lady Monica Joyce in Genius! A New Musical 
(The Phoenix Theatre Company Festival of New American Theatre). 

Thank you to my friends and family for your support and to the Arizona Musicfest 
team for the opportunity to be a part of this beautiful production.

Loren Battieste (Booker T. Washington) 

Loren is thrilled to be joining Arizona Musicfest’s production of Ragtime. His 
recent shows include Beauty and the Beast (Beast) with Showtune Productions, 
The Little Mermaid (King Triton) with Hale Centre Theatre, Parade (Newt Lee) 
with Arizona Regional Theatre, Ragtime (Coalhouse) with MTAA, and the opera 
La Bohème (Marcello) with Chandler Opera Company. Loren holds a Bachelor’s 
in Music from the University of Redlands and has had the wonderful opportunity 
to perform in opera houses across the country.

Seth Tucker (Harry Houdini)

Seth is an Arizona native based in Phoenix, where he and his husband Šime 
create theatre and sell homes – ranked in the top 2% of local Realtors (2024).

Off-Broadway: Pageant the Musical (Revival/ Cast Recording). 

Regional: Parade (ART & Mesa Outback Theatre, AriZoni Nom), I Am My Own Wife 
(BLK BOX PHX), La Cage Aux Folles (Arizona Broadway Theatre & Winnipesaukee 
Playhouse), The Producers (Maltz Jupiter Theatre), Our Town, The 25th Annual 
Putnam… (Barnstormers Theatre), Puppet Parody Princess Bride Musical (All 
Puppet Players). Forbidden Broadway, Murder For Two, and The 25th Annual 
Putnam County Spelling Bee (AriZoni Award) at Phoenix Theatre Company. 
Christmas at Pemberley (’21 & ’22) at Arizona Theatre Company. B.S. Business 
Marketing & B.M. Vocal Performance (ASU). 

@AZSpotlights

Charlotte Giffen (The Little Girl) 

Charlotte “ChaCha” Giffen is thrilled to be a part of Ragtime! 

Prior credits include Mary in The Secret Garden at Fountain Hills Theater, Gretl in 
Arizona Opera’s production of The Sound of Music, Junie in Junie B. Jones at Fuse 
Performing Arts Center,and Baby Mouse in The Nutcracker with Ballet Etudes. 
Besides singing and dancing, she loves Taylor Swift, animals, and her squishmallow 
collection. 

Charlotte would like to thank Arizona Musicfest for this opportunity.

Greyson McClurg (The Little Boy) 

Greyson, 13, is thrilled to be part of Arizona Musicfest’s production of Ragtime. An 
eighth grader at Prisma Online School, Greyson lives in Surprise, Arizona, with his 
two sisters (including his twin!) and his pet snake, Luci. Greyson has a passion for 
the performing arts and dreams of becoming a professional actor in both theater 
and film. When he’s not rehearsing, he enjoys playing video games and building 
with LEGO. 

Greyson is beyond honored and especially excited to share the stage with such a 
talented cast and company, and is grateful for the opportunity to help bring this 
powerful story to life.

Jeremy Aye (J.P. Morgan / Ensemble) 

As an equal lover of operatic and musical theater repertoire, Jeremy’s vocal and 
dramatic versatility has enabled him to portray well-known roles such as Emile 
de Becque (South Pacific), Count (Le Nozze di Figaro), Sky Masterson (Guys & 
Dolls), Colline (La Bohème) and Lancelot (Camelot). Jeremy Aye has performed 
with such companies as Arizona Opera, Opera Colorado, Austin Lyric Opera, 
Opera Omaha and Santa Fe Opera (Apprentice Artist). For over 15 years, Jeremy 
was a voice professor at New York University as well as an extra chorister at The 
Metropolitan Opera, having appeared in over 470 performances. He currently 
maintains a private voice studio in Phoenix, New York and online. 

jeremyaye.com

Lauren Berman (Ensemble)

Lauren is grateful to return to the Herberger Theater after performing in last 
year’s production of Carousel with Arizona Musicfest. Lauren has had a diverse 
performing career focused primarily on opera until 2017 when she completed her 
doctorate (DMA) and switched her focus to musical theatre. Favorite roles include 
Alice Murphy (Bright Star), Sarah Brown (Guys and Dolls), Die Königin der Nacht 
(Die Zauberflöte), Alice Beineke (Addams Family), Susanna (Le Nozze di Figaro), 
and Irene Molloy (Hello Dolly). Her other great love is teaching voice lessons and 
she is the proud owner of Authentic Voice Music Studio in Tempe, Arizona.

CJ Blankenship (Ensemble)

Carmichael James Blankenship has performed in various theater, dance, and 
opera productions around the country. Here in the Phoenix area, he performed 
with Fountain Hills Theater in City of Angels (Stone), Ragtime (Coalhouse), The 
Great Gatsby (Jay Gatsby) and with DreamCity Church in Beauty and the Beast 
(Gaston). Other credits include Moby Dick (Tashtego) with San Francisco Opera, 
Cats (Plato/Macavity) with Westchester Broadway Theater, Carnival of the 
Animals (Tarzan) with Peninsula Ballet Theatre, and Carousel (Billy Bigelow) with 
Foothill Music Theatre, where he was blessed to meet his wife, Brett. 

Many thanks to Brett and our two children, Kai and Eli, for your love and support!

Olivia Carey (Young Coalhouse Jr.)

Olivia, 9, is a fourth grader at BASIS Goodyear and is thrilled to join the talented 
Arizona Musicfest cast in Ragtime. Her favorite roles have been Violet Beauregarde 
in Willy Wonka Jr., Yellowbeard in Pirates the Musical, and a Schoolgirl in Matilda 
Jr. Olivia enjoys performing, playing tennis, skating, swimming, and is actively 
involved in NEHS. She would like to thank Renee, Chanel, and her parents for 
always inspiring and encouraging her.

Candice Chavez (Sarah’s Friend / Ensemble) 

Candice was born and raised in Las Vegas, Nevada, and has been singing for 
more than 25 years, sharing her voice at talent shows, churches, festivals, corporate 
events, and government venues across the country. One of her proudest early 
moments came at seventeen when she appeared on Showtime at the Apollo in 
New York City, and won on national television. Today she performs at local events, 
including Phoenix Suns, Cardinals, and Mercury games, as well as weddings and 
private events. She will also travel to Japan this April to perform. 

Chanel Bragg (Ensemble) 

Chanel is ecstatic to debut with Arizona Musicfest in Ragtime. 

Selected Regional Directing and Performance Credits: The Phoenix Theatre Co.: 
Come From Away (Hannah), Seussical (Sour Kangaroo), Looking Over the 
President’s Shoulder, Waitress, Lady Day at Emerson’s Bar & Grill (Dir); Arizona 
Theatre Co.: The Glass Menagerie (Dir), Justice (Vera), Cabaret (Frenchie), Music 
Man (Alma Hix); Childsplay: Hula Hooping Queen (Dir), Goodnight Moon (Ens); 
Arizona Broadway Theatre: Jesus Christ Superstar (Mary Magdalene) & Rock of 
Ages (Justice); Boise Contemporary Theatre: Clyde’s, The Wetlands (Dir) Being 
Black Outside (Ens); St. Louis Repertory Theatre: Stick Fly (Dir); Profile Theatre: 
Reggie Hoops (Dir); UC Santa Barbara: Los Feliz (Dir); Fort Peck Theatre: Newsies. 
Chanel Co-produced The Alexander Project with Live Nation; Producing Artistic 
Assoc. (Black Theater Troupe), Assoc. Artistic Dir. for Arizona Theatre Co (2020-
2023). American Theatre magazine’s “10 Rising Black Women to Watch” & “Role 
Call” recognition for her impact on the Arizona arts community. Honors include 
AZ Capitol Times “Arts Leader of the Year” and PHOENIX magazine’s “Great 48.”

@CMBRAGG

Jenina Gallaway (Ensemble)

Jenina is a versatile vocalist and educator based in Phoenix, Arizona. She earned 
a Master of Music in Voice Performance from California State University, 
Northridge, and completed advanced doctoral study at the University of Arizona. 
An Arizona District Winner of the Metropolitan Opera National Council Auditions, 
she performs with regional opera and theatre companies. This season, she 
performed with TheaterWorks, Hale Centre Theatre, and the Black Theatre 
Troupe. Jenina teaches K–8 general music, choir, and theatre at a Title I school 
and is an adjunct voice instructor at Grand Canyon University.

Chris Elliott (Ensemble)

Chris is excited and honored to perform in his first Arizona Musicfest production 
in Ragtime! Originally from New Jersey, Chris is an effervescent and passionate 
individual who loves any and all opportunities to perform and express. 

Select credits: Judas in Godspell (ASU); Jimmy Campbell (u/s) in Bandstand, 
Wayne/C.C. (u/s) in Dreamgirls (The Phoenix Theatre Company); Sebastian in 
Twelfth Night, Dr. Craven in Secret Garden, Bassanio in Merchant of Venice (SSC); 
and Mr. Knightley in Emma (FlagShakes). 

Education: B.A. in Sociology and Music from Goucher College, and M.M. in Musical 
Theatre from Arizona State University. 

You can catch Chris next in FlagShakes summer shows, Antony and Cleopatra 
and As You Like It. Outside of theatre, Chris works as a Programs Coordinator for 
Arizona Humanities. “Huge shout-out to all of my lovely friends and family who 
continue to support me throughout my journey!” 

@sincerelychriselliott 

Mia Johnson (Ensemble) 

Mia is a local theater teacher, director, and performer who is thrilled to be making 
her ensemble debut in Ragtime. A passionate advocate for arts education and 
storytelling, Mia has spent years working both onstage and behind the scenes, 
helping cultivate meaningful theatrical experiences in the community. Favorite 
past roles include the bold and brassy Medda Larkin in Newsies on this very 
Herberger Stage and the high-energy Richie in A Chorus Line. When not 
performing Mia can be found directing young artists, teaching performance 
technique, and inspiring the next generation of storytellers. 

Mia is grateful to share the stage with such a talented cast and thankful for the 
continued support of her fiancé, family, friends, and her students.

Emma Giffen (Ensemble)

Emma is thrilled to be a part of Ragtime. Recent roles include Rose in The Secret 
Garden and Sibyl in the world premiere of Private Lives: the Musical. Other 
favorite roles include Kate Mullins in Titanic, Ida in See How They Run, Belle in 
Disney’s Beauty & the Beast, Cinderella in Into the Woods, Esther in Meet Me in 
St. Louis, and Justine in Frankenstein (World Premiere). Emma is also featured in 
both the Talking Stick Resort and Parker & Sons local commercial ad campaigns. 

Thanks to Arizona Musicfest for this amazing opportunity, and to her family for 
their constant love and support!

Kolby Kelly (Ensemble)

Kolby is thrilled to be performing in Ragtime with Arizona Musicfest! Originally 
from Abilene, Kansas, Kolby studied Musical Theatre Performance at Wichita 
State University, but later earned a degree in Public Relations and Marketing 
from the University of Arizona. His recent acting credits include Ragtime 
(Ensemble) and City of Angels (Stine) at Fountain Hills Theatre, and Booth in 
Topdog/Underdog at the 5th Wall Playhouse.

Kolby is deeply grateful for the support of his beautiful wife, his family, and his 
amazing friends. He would like to thank the Arizona Musicfest production team 
for this amazing opportunity. 

Šime Košta (Ensemble)

Šime is thrilled to be a part of Ragtime with Arizona Musicfest. Recent Phoenix 
Theatre Company credits include Jamie in The Last Five Years, and Dr. Frank N 
Furter in The Rocky Horror Show. Originally from Croatia, Šime is an ASU Music 
Theatre graduate. Šime was a member of the K-pop group EXP EDITION, living 
and releasing music in South Korea. He performed on all major Korean TV networks 
both with the group and as a soloist. Offstage, Šime spends his days working as a 
Realtor, selling homes across the Valley. 

@azspotlights  |  @sime.exp.edition

Linsey Maxson (Ensemble)

Linsey is thrilled to be here! Her favorite past roles are: Belle in Beauty and the 
Beast, Marguerite in Scarlet Pimpernel, Narrator in Joseph and the Technicolor 
Dreamcoat, Cathy in Last Five Years, Amalia in She Loves Me, Kate in Kiss Me 
Kate, June Adams in Bandstand, Mrs. Cratchit in A Christmas Carol, and M’Lynn 
in Steel Magnolias. She runs Maxson Family Music, an in-person and online voice 
and acting coaching business for preschoolers through adults. She and her 
husband Tyler are the parents of four children. 

@maxsonfamilymusic  |  maxsonfamilymusic.com

Chad Millar (Ensemble) 

Chad, tenor, began his opera career at the age of 9 singing Amahl in Menotti’s 
Amahl and the Night Visitors. He holds an undergraduate degree in Music 
Theatre and a Master’s degree in Vocal Performance Opera from Arizona State 
University. He is a Metropolitan Opera Arizona District winner and was a young 
artist at the following companies: Santa Fe Opera, San Francisco Opera, Arizona 
Opera, Dayton Opera, and Ohio Light Opera.

Rashawn Mills (Ensemble)

Rashawn is thrilled to join Arizona Musicfest’s Ragtime. In 2023, he was a Top 8 
semi-finalist on NBC’s The Voice. He made his professional theater debut last 
year at Hale Theatre in Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, understudying Mr. 
Beauregarde and performing in four shows. Collegiately, he appeared as Signor 
Naccarelli in The Light in the Piazza with the University of Indianapolis Opera 
Theater. He is grateful to help share this powerful story and hopes audiences 
leave inspired to “Make Them Hear You!”

Ryan Monaghan (Ensemble)

Ryan is thrilled to join Arizona Musicfest’s cast of Ragtime! He can’t wait for you 
to experience his favorite musical! Holding a BFA in Musical Theater Performance 
from Central Washington University, Ryan has performed throughout the 
Northwest in performances such as Little Women (Laurie), Dogfight (Boland), 
and West Side Story (A-Rab). 

Here in Phoenix Select Credits include: The Phoenix Theater Company: A 
Christmas Carol (Swing), TheaterWorks: Something Rotten (Nick Bottom), Mary 
Poppins (Bert), worked extensively with Hale Center Theater and Showtune 
Productions. 

Ryan is eternally grateful to his loving wife and family for their support!

Britney Montgomery (Ensemble)

Britney is excited to make her debut with Arizona Musicfest taking on of her 
favorite scores with incredibly talented actors and musicians. Britney studied 
musical theatre at the University of Northern Colorado and since then has been 
seen in regional productions in Boulder, Colorado and locally in Arizona. 

Past credits include: Ragtime (Sarah’s U/S Ensemble), In the Heights (Daniela), 
Little Shop of Horrors (Ronette) Beauty and the Beast (Madame De La Grande 
Bouche), The Last Five Years (Cathy Hiatt) Little Women (Amy/Troll) 

Britney would like to thank her mom, dad, brothers, partner Aso, vocal coach 
Lauren, and her dogs Thor and Jade for always pushing her to do great things. 
She hopes you enjoy the show!

Lorin Phillips (Ensemble)

Lorin is thrilled to make her debut with Arizona Musicfest! 

Select credits: Cordelia/Olivia Swing in Miracle on 34th Street (The Phoenix Theatre 
Company), La Fille de La Ville in Beauty and the Beast (TheaterWorks), Petra in A 
Little Night Music, Whitelaw Savory in One Touch of Venus, Deino in Okoye’s We’ve 
Got Our Eye On You, and various productions as an Arizona Opera chorister. 

Education: B.A. in Music from Stanford University, and M.M. in Music Theatre 
from Arizona State University. 

Lorin is grateful, always, for the loving support from her instructors, friends, 
and family.

Cammie Roberts (Ensemble)

Cammie is thrilled to be working alongside Broadway and the Valley’s best in 
Ragtime! She is currently pursuing dual Bachelor of Music degrees in Musical 
Theatre Performance and Music Education at Arizona State University’s Barrett 
Honors College, with a minor in dance. 

Select credits: Les Misérables (Éponine), Frozen (Elsa), and The Little Mermaid (Ariel). 

Other work: Southwest Express (Voiceover). 

Training includes musical theatre, jazz, and classical voice, with additional study 
in folk and pop styles. She specializes in jazz and musical theatre dance, and her 
acting training emphasizes Meisner, Adler, Laban, and Lecoq techniques. 
Cammie is a recipient of the Herberger Theater People’s Choice Awards and a 
finalist in BroadwayWorld’s Next on Stage competition. 

Huge thank you to her family, friends, and educators! 

Lexy Romano (Ensemble)

Lexy is an Italian-American, Emmy-nominated Host, Singer, and Entrepreneur. 
She was recently the host/producer for the Emmy-winning travel show 
Destination on Roku and for many years co-hosted The Arizona Daily Mix on 
CW7. Lexy also founded Phx Finds Media, an award-winning production company 
highlighting local businesses in Phoenix. As a performer, she toured globally with 
The USO Show Troupe, performed Off-Broadway, and entertained audiences 
aboard cruise ships—where she met her husband. An engaging live entertainer, 
she’s opened for stars like Katy Perry and Tim McGraw. 

Lexy now lives in Phoenix with her husband, their one-eyed cat, and son, Arlo.

Scott Seaman (Henry Ford / Ensemble)

Scott has performed with theater companies and concert groups all over Arizona 
including Arizona Broadway Theater, TheaterWorks, and Arizona Musical Theater 
Orchestra. 

Credits include: 42nd Street (Pat Denning), The Prince of Egypt: The Musical 
(Moses), You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown (Charlie Brown), A Swinging Christmas: 
The Holiday Music of Tony Bennett (Featured Vocalist), Big Fish (Edward Bloom), 
tick, tick... BOOM! (Jonathan), Camelot (King Arthur), Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolor Dreamcoat (Pharaoh), The Hunchback of Notre Dame (Father Dupin), 
and The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee (William Barfee). 

Scott studied vocal performance at BYU. As always, much love to Ali, Jake,  
Alisa, and Brooke! 

@l.scott.seaman

Sara Sanderson (Ensemble)

Sara is thrilled to be a part of this phenomenal cast and make her Arizona 
Musicfest debut! Sara graduated from ASU in 2018 with a BA in Music Theater 
and is so happy to be back home in Arizona performing again! Some of her 
favorite roles include “Doralee” in 9 to 5, “Cindy Lou” in The Marvelous Wonderettes, 
“Sophie” in Mamma Mia!, “Shelby” in Steel Magnolias, and “Sarah Brown” in Guys 
and Dolls. 

Sara would like to thank her friends and family for their constant love and support! 
Plus a special shout-out to Nate, the best hubby in the world!

Austin Shaw (Admiral Peary / Ensemble)

Austin is a pianist, music director, and actor who has had the privilege to perform 
at such venues as Carnegie Hall, The Grand Ole Opry, and Disney’s Hollywood 
Studios. In the realm of theatre, he has worked on various regional, community, 
and academic productions all across the country. In the Phoenix area, he has 
been seen on stage in Guys and Dolls and Anastasia at The Hale Center, and in 
Million Dollar Quartet Christmas at Arizona Broadway Theatre. He is also the 
music director of Peace Lutheran Church in Peoria and an accompanist at Mesa 
Community College.

Kendrick Stallings (Ensemble)

Kendrick is elated to be making his Arizona Musicfest debut with this timely 
production. He has performed all over the valley with Arizona Broadway Theatre, 
Hale Centre Theatre, Arizona Opera, and The Phoenix Theatre Company. 

Recent credits include: Fred in A Christmas Carol, Marty in Dreamgirls, and Jean-
Michel in Cinderella (The Phoenix Theatre Company). 

Kendrick is a Legal Project and Efficiency Manager with Jaburg & Wilk, P.C.; thanks 
to his employer for the generous support. Finally, he would like to thank United 
Colours of Arizona Theatre, Mark, Josh, Kathleen and the entire cast and crew!

Rachel Stoddard (Ensemble)

Rachel has worked as a music educator in the Valley for 30 years. Currently she 
runs a private voice studio and directs the choirs and teaches voice lessons at 
Rosie’s House Music Academy for Children in Phoenix. She has sung with Arizona 
Musicfest (Carousel,) Sonoran Desert Chorale, ProMusica Arizona and performed 
in and music directed many musical theatre productions. Rachel has a Master’s 
degree in Music Education from ASU and a Bachelor of Music Education degree 
from Susquehanna University. She is married to Mark Stoddard, theatre director, 
performer and educator. They enjoy traveling to visit their 3 grown children and 
hiking with their dogs.

Aubrey Tillett (Ensemble)

Aubrey is a performer and dance teacher who began her musical theatre journey in 
2023. Some theatre credits include: Caroline or Change (Emmie), The Pajama 
Game (Gladys), West Side Story (Francisca) & (Violet u/s) in Charlie & the Chocolate 
Factory at Hale Theatre. She is beyond excited to make her debut with Arizona 
Musicfest and gives thanks to the casting team for this opportunity and God for 
giving her the courage to pursue this passion! 

Leia Wasbotten (Ensemble)

Leia is thrilled to be a part of this production of Ragtime! She is the current Artistic 
Director of the Music Theatre department at Mesa Community College. 
Professional achievements include AriZoni Theatre Award of Excellence wins for 
Music Direction (Hunchback of Notre Dame) and Overall Musical (Be More Chill, 
Hunchback of Notre Dame, Something Rotten), and a nomination for Best 
Leading Actress as Judy Bernly in 9 to 5. Other professional performances include 
singing with The Phoenix Chorale, Canto Vivo Chorale, and performing with 
Michael Bublé and The Rolling Stones. Alumni of Penn State University (BA) and 
Arizona State University (MM, DMA). Love to Jeremiah and Harper. 

@leia.wasbotten

Zach Wetzel (Willie Conklin / Ensemble)

Zach holds a BM in vocal performance from BYU (Marriott Singer of the Year).

 Selected Arizona Credits: Matilda (Harry Wormwood, Saguaro City Music Theatre); 
La Mirage (Mr. Zachary, Phoenix Third Street Theatre); Beyond Broadway 
(Headliner, Gaslight Music Hall); Seussical (The Cat, Saguaro City); tick, tick... 
BOOM! (Michael, Winding Road Theatre); Troubadour Cafe (Frank Sinatra, 
Phoenix Third Street); Ragtime (Father, Arts Express); Monty Python’s Spamalot 
(Galahad, MTAA); Jazz Nativity (Shepherd, Studio Connections). 

Zach frequently music directs youth productions at The Phoenix Theatre Company 
and is an active BroadwayWorld Critic. 

@mister.wetzel

James Zannelli (Grandfather / Ensemble)

James is an award-winning actor and singer who has enjoyed an international stage 
career in opera and musical theatre. He has performed locally with Arizona Opera, 
Arizona Theatre Company, and The Phoenix Theatre Company. Regionally, he has 
performed at the Kennedy Center, New York City Center, Santa Fe Opera, Sacramento 
Music Circus, North Carolina Theatre, The Goodspeed Opera House, The Fulton 
Theatre and the Tuacahn Amphitheater. From 2011-2013, James was featured as the 
Bishop of Digne on the 25th Anniversary national tour of Les Misérables. 

James holds a Bachelor of Music degree in Vocal Performance from Grand 
Canyon University, a Master of Music degree in Vocal Performance/Pedagogy 
from Arizona State University and an Advanced Certificate in Vocal Pedagogy 
from New York University. 

jameszannelli.com

Josh Condon (Music Director / Conductor)

Josh is a dynamic conductor, pianist, and music director whose versatility spans 
jazz, pop, classical, and musical theatre. He has led more than 50 productions and 
conducted everything from symphony orchestras and choirs to jazz ensembles 
and pop-rock bands. Internationally, he toured as music director and pianist with 
Norwegian, Celebrity, and Princess Cruise Lines, collaborating with Broadway 
and West End stars on stages around the world.

In Arizona, Josh is Resident Artist and Director of Community Music Programs at 
Arizona Musicfest, where he serves as Assistant Conductor of the Festival 
Orchestra and Chorus Director of the Festival Chorus. He also conducts mainstage 
concerts with nationally recognized artists and curates and performs in Musicfest’s 
acclaimed intimate concert series, spotlighting Phoenix’s top musicians. As 
Director of Community Programs, he is a sought-after lecturer known for bringing 
music history and analysis to life, from the symphonic canon and jazz improvisation 
to the Great American Songbook and musical theatre.

Josh’s previous posts include Resident Music Director at Arizona Broadway 
Theatre and Assistant Conductor for both the Phoenix Youth Symphony Orchestra 
and North Valley Symphony Orchestra. He has appeared as guest conductor with 
the Scottsdale Philharmonic, Scottsdale Symphonic Orchestra, Arizona Musical 
Theatre Orchestra, and Chandler Symphony Orchestra.

Celebrated for his collaborative spirit, stylistic range, and engaging presence, 
Josh holds a BM in Jazz Studies from Ithaca College and an MM in Musical 
Theatre/Opera Music Direction from Arizona State University. He makes his home 
in Phoenix with his wife Lexy, their son Arlo, and their cat Sadie.

Mark Stoddard (Stage Director)

Mark is an award-winning theater director, actor, playwright, arts educator, (and 
jingle singer!) with a MA in Educational Theater from NYU. He has coached/
directed thousands of performers from young beginners to college theater 
scholarship winners to professional actor/singers and Broadway veterans. He 
recently played the lead role of Jean Shepherd on the 2025 national tour of A 
Christmas Story: the musical (Big League Productions). 

He has directed over 300 musicals, plays and original works, including: Carousel 
and Ragtime [in 2026] (Arizona Musicfest), Cabaret (SCC), Hunchback of Notre 
Dame, Addams Family and Peter and the StarCatcher (Valley Youth Theatre), 
Matilda (Xavier/Brophy), Into the Woods, Urinetown, The Crucible and Music Man 
(PVCC), Beauty and the Beast, Little Mermaid, Mary Poppins and ‘Celebration of 
Christmas’ (Dream City Arts), The Telephone (Arizona Opera).

Mark’s creative work has been seen in 49 US states and numerous foreign 
countries in theaters, arenas, theme parks, DOD military bases, Veterans hospitals, 
classrooms, churches, and unique outdoor environmental spaces. In Arizona, 
over 2 million patrons have filled auditoriums to see his work as a professional 
theatermaker (director, actor, playwright, producer) at many of the major arts 
organizations including The Phoenix Theatre Company, Arizona Opera, Arizona 
Musicfest, Valley Youth Theatre, Musical Theater Alliance of Arizona, Phoenix 
Symphony, Theaterworks, Maricopa Community Colleges, Xavier College Prep, 
Phoenix Boys Choir, Dream City Arts, and numerous schools, community theaters 
and churches. 

He performs regularly in professional valley theater productions and some of his 
favorite roles include: Jethro in Prince of Egypt (TheaterWorks), Scar in Lion King 
(MTAA), Adam in Children of Eden & Pharaoh in Joseph…Dreamcoat (Phoenix 
Theater Company); Fredrik in A Little Night Music (Arizona Opera), Capt Von Trapp 
in Sound of Music (Desert Stages), George Bailey in It’s A Wonderful Life (MVP 
Theater), Quartet / featured Salesman in The Music Man (Phoenix Symphony). 

Kathleen Brazie (Choreographer / Assistant Stage Director)

Kathleen has danced since she was four, studying multiple forms of dance/
movement in NYC and performing professionally for many years. She earned an 
MA with Distinction in Dance/Somatic Education from University of Central 
Lancashire, researching phenomenology, consciousness, and narrative inquiry as 
related to performance and creativity. She also holds a B.A. in Literature. Kathleen 
is an award-winning choreographer frequently collaborating on large-scale 
theatrical productions, educational workshops, and classes specializing in 
somatic embodiment and performance skills for all ages and levels. Favorite 
projects include teaching professional development workshops in Ecuador, 
presenting for Moving Body Festivals in NYC, collaborating with the East Coast 
Entertainment Community Fund on a pandemic-era virtual fundraiser, and 
consulting with music educators on reducing repetitive stress injuries in student 
musicians. Kathleen is a Registered Somatic Movement Educator (ISMETA), 
certified yoga instructor, and published writer. As a cancer survivor, she founded 
Purple Boots Creative with the goal of supporting others though arts and 
movement and promoting healthcare access. After 100+ shows, favorite theatrical 
credits include Cabaret, Urinetown (Zoni Award), Into the Woods, Once on This 
Island, Hunchback of Notre Dame, and many others, especially anything 
including stylized storytelling movement or Shakespeare. Deepest thanks to 
Mark, Josh, and Allan for this opportunity, and to the amazing performers for 
sharing their creative talents.

Rebecca Weinstein (Stage Manager)

Rebecca is thrilled to be part of Ragtime and to help bring this powerful story to 
life behind the scenes. Her stage management journey has taken her across a 
wide range of productions and events, including work with Arizona Broadway 
Theatre, Ballet Arizona, the Kingsmen Shakespeare Festival, and touring 
productions like Sesame Street Live with VEE Corporation. Beyond the stage, she 
has planned corporate events and galas for nonprofit organizations across the 
Valley and throughout the U.S., blending creativity, organization, and a love for 
meaningful experiences. When she’s not calling cues, Rebecca is busy keeping 
up with her two amazing daughters and cheering on her better half, who you 
might just spot onstage tucked behind the bass drum.

RAGTIME CAST BIOS




